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NODIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PFOR, MO, US 
SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA 
FOR CHARGE FROM SECRETARY 

1. YOU SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO KING HASSAN 
FROM ME. 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: 

YOUR MAJESTY: 

AS YOU KNOW, WE RELIEVE AN IMPORTANT STEP WAS TAKEN TOWARD 
A JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST WHEN THE NEW 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL WAS SIGNED. WE HAVE 
PLEDGED OUR ENERGETIC EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN THE MOMENTUM 
OF DIPLOMATIC PROGRESS. WE HAVE ALWAYS APPRECIATED YOUR 
MAJESTY'S UNDERSTANDING OF OUR EFFORTS. 
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THERE ARE A NUMBER OF MATTERS ON WHICH I HAVE WANTED TO 
HAVE AN EXCHANGE WITH YOU AND HAVE BEEN THINKING, IF 
IT WOULD BE CONVENIENT, OF SENDING A REPRESENTATIVE TO 
RABAT IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

IN THE MEANTIME, I WANT TO SHARE WITH YOUR MAJESTY 
MY CONCERN OVER SOME REPORTS THAT I HAVE SEEN RECENTLY 
WHICH, IF TRUE, SUGGEST THAT A SITUATION COULD DEVELOP IN 
YOUR PART OF THIS IMPORTANT AREA WHICH WOULD BE OF 
CONCERN TO ALL WHO ARE WORKING TO BRING GREATER STABILITY 
TO THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA. THESE REPORTS SUGGEST THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF MOROCCO MAY BE CONTEMPLATING IMMINENT 
MILITARY ACTION IN THE SPANISH SAHARA SITUATION. I HOPE 
THESE REPORTS ARE ERRONEOUS BUT FELT I SHOULD COMMUNICATE 
URGENTLY WITH YOU TO CONVEY MY STRONG ADVICE THAT, SHOULD 
THEY BE CORRECT. MOROCCO NOT TAKE SUCH ACTION. I THINK 
YOU SHOULD KNOW OF OUR ESTIMATE THAT MOROCCAN MILITARY 
OPERATIONS AGAINST SPANISH SAHARA COULD LEAD TO SEVERE 
MILITARY AND POLITICAL DISADVANTAGES FOR MOROCCO. AMONG 
OTHER THINGS, WE WOULD EXPECT SPANISH TO APPEAL TO THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE MANY MEMBERS OF 
THE COUNCIL WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO DEFEND ANY SUCH 
MILITARY INITIATIVE. 

YOU KNOW FROM OUR PAST CONVERSATIONS THAT WE HAVE 
FOLLOWED THE DISPUTE OVER THE SAHARA CLOSELY AND HAVE 
ALWAYS SOUGHT TO BE HELPFUL WHERE WE COULD WITHOUT 
OURSELVES SEEKING TO BECOME A PARTY TO THIS DISPUTE. 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. I SHALL BE SEEING SPANISH 
FOREIGN MINISTER CORTINA HERE IN WASHINGTON TODAY, 

AND THIS WILL PROVIDE AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR ME 
TO SPEAK DIRECTLY TO HIM ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE 
HOPE THAT SOME MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY SOLUTION CAN 
BE FOUND. 

AGAIN, YOUR MAJESTY, I WOULD WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON THE IMPORTANT ISSUES FOR WHICH 
WE SHARE CONCERN. MY EMISSARY COULD REVIEW THESE WITH 
YOU AT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME. 
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WARM REGARDS, 

HENRY A. KISSINGER 
END MESSAGE. 

3. FYI FOR RABAT: IN ANY CONVERSATION FOLLOWING 
DELIVERY OF ABOVE MESSAGE, BE CERTAIN NOTHING IS SAID 
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WHICH COULD GIVE HASSAN IMPRESSION THAT U.S. IS PREPARED 
TO BECOME MEDIATOR IN THIS DISPUTE. 

4. FOR MADRID: THE FOREGOING IS STRICTLY FYI AND YOU 
SHOULD SAY NOTHING ABOUT THIS TO GOS. KISSINGER 
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